
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1960.02.07 
DATE: Sunday February 7, 1960 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Wattamolla National 
Park, New South Wales, Australia.  
34ºS, 151ºE. 
 
NAME: John Gillies 
DESCRIPTION: A 20-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, February 5, 1960 
 
NARRATIVE: John Gillies and his friend, 30-year-old Harry 
Dowswell, were taking part in an interclub spearfishing 
competition. They shot a 40-pound jewfish and were hauling it 
into their boat when someone called out that a shark was 
headed in their direction. “I climbed overboard and swam for 
about 30 yards when I saw the shark,” said Gillies. “I let the 
shark come within six feet of me, then I let go. Though hit in 
the head the shark was fighting fit and turned to make a quick 
get-away, stripping 75 feet of cord off my 
speargun’s reel. I was about 45 feet below the 
water’s surface and tried hard to surface. And all 
the time I kept thinking: when is this shark going 
to stop?” When the spearfisherman managed to 
surface he called to a friend, John Gallagher, to 
come up with his motor boat. “John brought up 
his boat, and as it went past me I grabbed it by 
the stern,” said Gillies. “Now the shark was 
towing the boat as well as me. But after two 
minutes of this [the shark] began to tire.”  
Dowsell, who had been in the water the entire 
time, swam to the shark and shot it in the head 
with his speargun. Two more spears were put 
into the shark. Gillies and Dowswell climbed into 
Gallagher’s boat and pulled the shark onboard. 
Gillies stabbed the shark in the head with a 12-
inch knife a dozen times. Before the shark died it 
snapped at Gillies, tearing a hole in his wetsuit 
and hit Dowswell’s back with its tail. 
 
INJURY: No injury 
 
EQUIPMENT DAMAGE: Gillies’ spear was bent and his wetsuit was torn. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A grey nurse shark 9'6" in length. 
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NOTE: This was a provoked incident; the shark displayed no aggression towards the diver 
until after it had been speared four times. 
 
SOURCES: Undated newspaper article and letter from G. P. Whitley to Leonard Schultz.  
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